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Re: Omar Khadr
Documents tes iewed:

o Transeript of Dr. Welner's interview. 3 and 16 June 2010
o Tramsript of Dr. Welner's testimony, 26 and 27 October 2010
»  Dr. Welner's cumculum vitae

Dear Major Schwars,

As per our comersation. T reviewed the above documents in lerms of the scienific
reliability of Dr, Welner's testimons in the Omar Khadr case. As [ mentioned to you in our
original com ersation. I was quite surprised that Dr. Welner testified in a terrorism case involving
the issue of dangeronsness in Islamist vielert extremizm. Dr. Welner is a well known forensic
pssehiatrist. who has writter and testified on many isstes in forensic psychiatr. He is very
articulate und quite persuasive on the stand. mostly because he conveys very positive and
forceful opinions o a jury. Indeed. he displayed this trait in this case. and concluded lhrll in his
professional opinion. “Omar Khadr is a high risk of dangerousness ax a radical ;J!tddN

However. Dr. Welner is not known to have amy knowledge of terrorism. Islamic
extremism or deradicalization, In his c.v., he has not contributed to the literature on terrorism.
Qaeda. or deradicalization. He is not known as an expert in these liclds. Furthermore. as 3
internationaliv recognized expert in terrorism and counter-icrrorism. | know of e p
study that addresses the issue of dangerousness in terrorists.” This pigued my Lunosmf
busis of Dr. Welner's “professional” opinion at testimony. i

J reviewed Dr. Welner's e.v. to see whether he had any experle
or Islamist extremists. His ¢ . mentioned that he ook a fellowship i
University of Pennsyivania in 1991-1992, [ was a( the University @
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and the university Jdid not have a forensic psyehiatry fellowship af the tume. | became a clinical
assistant professor at the University of Pennsy lvania and taught the core course “Psvchiatry and
Lan™ from 1998 1 2005, The course consisted ol 40 weehs of lectures on forensic psychiatry.
Before this systematic course. Dr. Sadoff pave some seattered lectures on forensic psychiatry on
an ad hoc basis, These few fectures could not be construed as a fellowship., which is a futl time
year-long tramning period involving evaluation and treaiment of criminal offenders. Since 1 left
the University of Pennsylvania in 2003 w consult full time with various government agencics in
Washington. D.C.. on terrarism. the university has started a formal fetlowship in forensic
paychiatry. Sa. Dr. Welner might huve had some very light training in forensic psychiatry, but he
did notdo-a fellow ship in forensic psyehiary at the University of Pennsylvania as he {estified
under oath” for the simple reason that the University of Pennsyivania did not have such a
lellowship at the time he claimed 10 have done it Indecd. his ¢.v. shows that at the time. 1991-
992, he enpaged in a full dme residency in psychiatry at Beth Israel Medical Center. in New
York City. He could not have been in Philadelphia at the time. except perhaps for a few visits to
Histen to Dr. SadofT™ s occasional lectures. T tound this mischaracterization of his educational
hackground roubling and hoped it did not become a pattern in his testimony. Unforiunately, |
Was wrong.

Dr. Welner (estified thut he was asked (v ofter a professional assessment and vpinion on
the defendant’s risk ol dangerousness as a violent jihadist’. (n his testimony. 1r. Welner
correctly outhined some of the toolx that bave been used in forensiv psyehiatry to determine risk
ANNCSSMENT 10 vialent crinunuls. namely various psychological tests based an actuarial
information. However. in his intervicw with the detendant. he never asked about these factors
that might inform this assessmem in violent criminals. As an aside. the interview lacks the usual
cthical warming to a defendant that the defendant has the right not to answer questions and that
there is no confidentiality between the expert for the prosecution and the defendant. The
imerview did not ask for any past psychiatric history and did not review potential psychiatric
sympioms L assess the mental health of the defendunt that could have a bearing in the
assessment. Later. Dr. Welner makes claims that religiosits is correlated to dangerousness - a
claim hat ix in fact without foundation — but he never probed the defendant’s fevel of religious
understanding, belicfs and piety.

In terms of his incthodology to assess the delendant’s dangerousness, Dr. Welner relied
aon a bouk published in Danish by Dr. Nicolai Sennels that, according to Dr. Welner. ~provides
some clinieal input about good prognostic factors and worst prognostic factors™ allegedly
hviping in assessing the defendant’s dangerousness, Dr. Welner also “looked at™ deradicalization

*Trig: wranscripls, page 4361
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programs [rom all over the world,” and the defendant’s background. Dr. Welner also talked 10
people who had some knowledge ibout terrorism in making up his mind.

Dr. Welner went on Lo describe what he found interesting about Dr. Sennels’s book.
Amivmee Crimingl Muséims. ~Dr. Sennels is engaging his voung patient population in an entirely
therapeutic capacity, Le has people coming 1o him and he is given the assignment, make this guy
ready to go hack into the community... He just has patients. he’s a psychologist. and he's been
treating them.” Sennels also compared his Muslim paticnts with non-Muslim pnpulmion.8 Dr.
Welner admitted he did nat read the book since it was in Danish and so he ¢ alled Dr. Sennels and
talked to him. 1 ashed him about his findings specilically as they refate to what he found that is
associated with the beuer pragnosis in inmates, young Mushim inmates, as oppusad to what is
associated with a worse prognosis.”™ Allegedly. Dr. Sennels found that remorse lor ane’s actions
and degree of Westernization were {actors involving a positive prognosis,'” while religious
+ devotion. high level of anger. and identification with dangerous people carried a negative
prognosis.” ! Dr. Welner went on to testify that the defendant lacked any positive factors and
displayed alf whe negative anes.

[0 werms of deradicalication programs. Dr. Welner testified that be “studied [them}
extensivelr.” but hud no firsthand knowledge of them,' He specifically mentioned Prince Nayef
of Saudi Arabia as say ing the recidivism rate among Guantanamo detainees was much higher
than published.”” Tie went on to testify that Dr. Sennels was involved in such a program in
Denmark, “it"s a problem |radicalization] in the Danish prisons and the Turope prisons. which is
preciscly why the Danish were investing in a program of Dr. Sennels” because they said, "We've
got 1o find a way that we don’t have prisons make people worse and so. let’s see what we can do
in the prisans o make them beter, ™

Finaily. Dr. Welner mentioned reports of the recidivism rate of Guantanamo detainees.
which he claimed was twenty percent in 2009 and said that this was a gross under-cstimation,'*
In terms of the few tecnagers brought o Guantanamo who were later released. he claimed that
the recidivism rate was over forty percent based on a conversation he hed with the prison’s staff.

Bringing all three lines of urguments together. Dr. Welner concludes that the defendant is
a high risk of dangerousness as a radical jthadist.”'® He adds that the defendant is very well

"irial transeripts, page 4395
* Trial transcriots, pages 4399-4400
? Irial transcripts. page 4402
~ Trial transcioiot, page 44C3
Trial transcript, page 4408
Trial transeripts, page 4438
Trial tanscripts. page 4459
" Trial transcripts, page 4441
** Trial transcripts, page 4451
Trial transcrpis, page 4481



known among the Guantanamo inmate population. viewed s al Queda ro alty. charismatic, with
the ability 1o inspire and lead vivlence.'”

let me quickh dispatch the seientific reliability of Dr. Welner's last two arguments
based on deradicalization programs and recidivism raies. From my reading of 1r. Welner's
remarks about these programs, it is obvious 0 me that he knows vers litle about them. Only
Suudi Arabia and Singapore bave a formal program of Jeradicalization in prison. 1 have visited
both countries thice at the invitation of their respective governments Lo assess and opine about
their respeetis e program. The Saudi program i< ran by Dr, Abdur Rahman al Hadlaq. under the
auspices of the Minisiry of lnterior. w hich is basically run by the Deputy interior Minister Prince
Mohammed bin Navef. the son of Prince Nasel. 1 have spent several weeks” ime there
discussintg their program. | heir recidiv ism rate is about ten percent afler release, and is not
confined to furmer Guantaname detainees. The Singapore recidivism rate is zcro, but they
released only nine people wha had been arrested for terrorism acts. The Netherlands and Britain
do not have a prison deradicalization program. but they try to prevent radicalization through
cominunity intervention. | had the privilege to advise them on these programs. | have also spent
quite a hit of time in Denmark. working with I I the Danish Security and Intclliyence Service.
10 help in their community based program. The Danes do not have 4 prison deradicalization
program. and Dr. Welner has mischaracterized Dr. Senmels” position in Danish prisons.

So. Dr. Welnee, who acknowledged that he did nat have first hand expertisc in
dangerousness in violent jihodis. relied mostly on Dr. Sennels’s work. So, Jet's look more closely
at the scientific foundation of Dr. Sennels’s work. Since T was not familiar with Dr. Sennels’
work despite my extensive work with Danish intelligence agencies. law enforcement agencies.
and acadenics over the past five years: § asked one ol my graduate students'® and collaborator at
the Danish Institute for International Studies to read and trunslate Dr. Sennels’s book. (ind and
wanstate all the professional reviews on his work. and get in ouch with Dr. Sennels’s employer
1o find out what were Dr. Sennels’ functions at work. This would help assess whether Dr.
Sennels's book was based on suflicient facts or data, whether it was g product ol reliable
principles und methods that were applied reliably to the facts of this case.

Dr. Sennels’s book was published in 2009 under the title Bland! kriminelle muslimer.
which tanslates as Among Crimingd Mushims. 1t is not published in an academic press, buta
polemic palitical press. called Trvkkeprinedsselkaher (The Free Press Suciets ). 1t was created in
2005 10 defiend ~freedom of speech™. and is spevifically dedicated to the defense of free speech

; Tral transcr:pts, pages 43481-44§83

; Dr. Ann-Sophie Hammingsen, who car be reacheo at ahe @dits. ok

% |15 website is ntpd www, rykkelrihed dk/iree- press souigty.htm it has an English part, and makes its mission
very clear.



against Islamic extremists. ™ Al s authors are well known epponents of Muslims in the West,
Dr. Senncis has nes o published a seienditic anicle on this topic in the scientific press. There has
been no scientific peer review of the Senncls’s work since this is a polemical press. not subject to
academic or scientific methods.

The bouk is based va Sennels's eaperience at Sonderhro. As Sennels wrote in his book.

“During my almost three vears as a psychologist at Sonderbro | have had same
230 criminals in therapy - of those some 150 have a Muslim background {...] The
book is bused on several hundreds of therapewtic conversations with criminal
mmigrants. The descriptions are substantiated by a series of facts and statistics
fron rescarch und studies,™"

What is Sonderbro’? Sonderbro is an institution housing yvoung people under the age of
elghteen. awaiting adiudication in the Danish juvenile system.™ [t also sometimes hosts a limited
number of juvenile detinguents serving their time and other young people with menial illnesses,
who are under obsers ation for fear that they might be at risk of harming themselves or others,
Avcording 10 Senncls, inmates spend an average of 56 days at Sonderbro, and about 100
individuals pass through the institution on a yearly basis.

8

" On :he home page of the press at the above URL, the press makes explicit its mission: “Strangety enough, the
iveological offensive “hat varlous Mustim arganisations an¢ refigious leacers have conducted for several years
against the We stern way of life. thinking, democracy and freedom of expression has not been met by a
counteroffensive aimeg at protecting ovur traditional freedoms, Rather the opposite has happened as political
pariies, mstitctions of hugher learming, the press, cultural institutions, international organisations and courts of law
have tendeo to accommodate the growing Muslim presence in Eurcpe and the West by accepting or even
demanding encroachments o speech that is deemed offensive to the islamic rulers.

Peopie that have dared to discuss immigration cr lslam's growing influence have been systematically accused of
‘racism” and "xenophobia” and several attempts have been made to prosecute such critics be means of the police
ang the courtc. The European Unwn and the Council ot Europe have made diligent attempts to force the Danish
government Lo intervene against dissidents harbounng politically incorract views. :

P-ior to the es:sblishment of The free Press Society there was no Danish organisation who had the defence offree
speech as its scle purgose. For tais reason it was an absalute necessity 10 act.

Of course Istam is nos the only threat aga:nst the freedom of expression but it is the most dangeraus threat at the
monent, and the Free Press Socjety nsists on calling a spade a spade. The most dangerous and immediate
enemies of free <peech must be clearly identified and opposed. If we shy away from this rask, the defence of free
Speech will become mean.ngless.”

jt Nicolai Senneis, 2309, Sland: kriminefie mushkmer, pages 8-10
“See hitp jivw w saergerbre Kk sh{Velkommer: 120020 %0 3 eBEs erbro,9spa
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What was Dr. Sennels™s job at Sonderbro” In order to answer this question, [ directed my
graduate student 1o contect Jens Asger Hansen. the Director of Sonderbro about his former
employee Dr. Sennels, He replicd tmy graduate student. wranslated)

“If you need anmyrhing in vour ¢ltorts to ¢larifv this case [ am at your disposal. The
rescarch/therapeutic practices which Nicolai Sennels claims in the book Blandt
kriminetle muslimer to have condueted at Sonderbro is a complete fraud. Nicolai
has carried out anger-management courses and some mindtulness training in
groups al Sonderbro. At no point in time has he been tasked with therapy in a
chinical psschologicul sense. Anvthing in the buok indicating scientific

et N . X3
duocunientation is therefore fraudulent.

Director [ansen raises some guestion about the validity of Dr. Sennels’s data for this
bk, On the uther hand. Dr. Sennels did publish a scientific article with Johnny Buschardt on
mindiulness h therapy in o sciemitic peer reviewed journal.™ However. he neser published any
article on Kam or Muslim husenile offenders in the scientific literature.

In his bouk. Sennels starts his argument by paiming a “psvchological profile”™ of Muslims

n his second chapier.
“One of the lirst things | realized was (hat there are two sides to
Mushims® identity: A cultural side and a religious side. In the therapy
oom it hecame very apparem how one can easily have strong
personality traits stemming from being raised in a Muslim colture
without living by the religious rules of Islam.
Muny of the Muslim vouth | have met do not five as “religious
Muslims” but as “cultural Muslims’. They break the religious rules by
drinking alcohol. they do not perform prayer, they have sex pre
martiige (oflen with non-Mushim girls) and their knowledge of the
contents of the Koran is very limited. But even though they are not
religious their patierns of reaction and their ways of thinking are
clewrly affeeted by the Muslim culture. Whether or not the youth are

religious their ways of thinking and reacting are the samie when it

“* Hansen in ar. emzil, dited 13 January 2011 He can be contacted at Jens Asger Hansen, forstander; Sonderbra,
Su'x'ho!mve; 42; 2300 Kobenhavn $. Telephone 33176577, email [224@sof ki gk
¥ Nicolai Sennels & lohnny Buschardt, 2008, “Mindfulness | Terapien,” Psykolog Nyt, no. 3, pp 6-11



comes 0 the Mustim culwre’s relationship (0 honer and shame,
revenge. protection of the family, unlimited loyahty to the group. etc.
[..." When one grows up in a certain culture one’s upbringing and
personality is affected by this culture. The Mushim culture is no
eneeption, Even if an individual ix not very religious the cultural side
can be deeply embedded in the indis idual making it exwremely
ditficuit to open up to ofher cultures such as the European culture.
This i« because there are some psychological differcnues between the
twa cultures which make it very difficult for Mustims to understand
Danes and vice versa,,

Muslims are extremely overrepresented when it comes to citizens who
do not respect the Jaws of our Western societies [... | In litthe Denmark
some 19 %o of the inmates in prisons are Muslims. This number is
probably too low. At Sonderbro some two thirds of the vouth have 4
Muslim bachground. In addition two thirds of the crimes in our capital
is commined by immigrants and their descendants the majority of
whom have a Muslim background. The low number is probahiy the
result of the way in which an individual's country of origin is
registered in Denmark: if just one of the parents is bomn in Denmark
the individual is regisiered as a *Danc’. This means that a large part of
the "Danes” uppearing in the police’s statistics have a Muslim
background. have hecn brought up in a Muslim tradition and fect
attacined to the Muslim culture.

Becauwse it is illegal 1 register individuals' religious affinity in
Denmark it is practically impossible to paint a realistic picture of how
many individuals of Muslim descend who appear in magistirates and
prisons. |1 one fakes these legal limitations inte account one thing is
for certain: That the number of individuals with a Muslim background

is significantiy higher than what ufficial stastistics el us™"

Nu:oim Sennels, 2008, Blandt krimineille muslimer, pages 26-27
* Nicoiai Sennels, 2009, Biondt knmmnefie muslimer, page 30



The crux of Sennels’s urgument is that there are fundamental differences between
Muslims it others when it comes w emotions, specifically anger. and that this difference has
nportant conseguences for eriminal behayvior,

“Hasving treated so many Muslims through so many different types of
therapy 1t is obvious that there are certain reappearing (raits, As a
psychologist it is my experience that ivis ot only the perception of
cimetions such as honor and shame which distinguishes Muslim from
W estern cuiture, Psychologically speaking. it runs deeper: It is the
fundamental psy chological way of relaring 10 emotions. There are
numerous diflerent wans cimptions are perceived in ditlerent cultures.
The two most fundamental ways are that either one perceives
emotions as “eaternally conwrolled” or as “internally controlled’.. ]
This difference tetween internal control and external control is also
visible on a larger scale, In Denmark we view the ability to
understand eur own emotions and take responsibility Tor them as a
sign of human maturity . We attempt o teach it to our children: vou
tearn aboul 1 in sehovl. read about it in women s magazines: and if
vou really want w0 dive into it you can consult a psychologist.

In Muslim cultures. by contrast, it is viewed as a human flaw il one
dovs ) 1o delend and attack one™s opponent” il he or she has
annored one or offended one’s honor, Here vimphasis is put on outer
redeton rather than inner reflection. On a societal level this shows in
the fact that scicnees such as psychology and pedagogy are almeost
non-¢xistent i Muslim countries and they do not nearly have the
same tradition of immersing themaelves in personal development as
we do in owr Western countries,

As stated: One of the main psychological differences between the
Western cullure and the Muslim culture lies in the way one relates o
cmotions. Whether the individual is responsible or it is evers body

else’s fault, ..

** Nicolai Sennels, 2009 Blandt krimineite muslimer, pages 35-37



At Sonderbro, Muslim and Danish youths have problems with anger.
Ax nientioned. the differcoce ties in how they relute 10 this unger and
if they primarily attempt ta change themsch ¢s fintemally controlled)
of wy change the world around them texternally controlled). Asa
psyehologist one notes that clients with 2 Danish background usually
realize that they have a problem with anger. They are ofien
cmbarrassed and (ry 4o work on it with more or less suceess. They are
motivated to do something and as a psyehologist. one often leels that
one can actually help, Many of the Musting clients T have treated had a
significantly shorter fuse and reacted more violentls than my Danish
clients, ™

When working psy chologically with Muslims it becomes obvious that
one simply cannat ask a Muslin to leave his anger behind. That
would be fike asking a gunman 1o leave his gun at home when he goes
to the saloon: it is his most important 100l in conflicts and it would be
absurd for him o go withow it.,,**

As i young man stated in group therapy 1o explain why he had
stabhed another young man numerous tines with a knife in front of a
Shup: IUs bis own fault. He shouldn’t have made me angry.”
Untoriunatety we have plenty of voung immigrants at instirutions
stich as Sonderbro who believe that their vietims are responsible for
heing heaten or stabbed.

CHT conrse this becomes even worse when this “just anger™ becomes
more ideological: terrorism. Islamic terrorism kills between 500 and
1000 individaals every month and injure twiee as many (daily count
ol lsfamic ithad-attacks: wwwithereligionofpeace.com) ... Whether it
Is terrarists and their spiritual leaders or Ali who has hit another boy

o the head with a bottle in the local disco it is the same psychological

** Nicolaj Sennels, 2009 Blandt kiimineile musiimer, page 38
“Nicolai Senncls, 2009, Blandt krmineile musiimer, page 40



logie: It is the “ust resenge” of the humiliwed/repressed/persecuted
etim™,

Precisehy the great focus on the emations of honor and anger are
prohably ane of the most impartant psychological reasons why o
many Muslins are incarcerated in Furopean prisons today. In
addition | note that many of the voung Danes who hung out with the
voung Mustims teaded to adopt the young Muslims™ attitwde with

regimds 1o honor,™!

A% one et see. these arguments by Dr. Sennels are abstract. based on his impression and

Jdu ot provide cenerete data o support his arguments. They ane based on anecdotes and genetal
beliefs. ruther than facts. us illustrated by his remarks about anger in the psychalogy of terrarists.

Dr. Sennets provides no eriteria or standards For evaluating anger in his “clients™, no dara for
comparison. and no known or potential ratc of errors. as suggested by the Dawbers crteria. In
chapter 4 of his book, Dr, Sennels continues with his un-guantified general impressions.

——

“My assessment is that the deeper their picty . that is the more
Muslims study the Koran. the greater their aversion towards
democracy and the Western civilization. ..

At Sonderbro too 1t was obvious thai a large propertion of the
crimimad vouth had extremist tendencies. 1t is clearly only a few of
them wha would go as fur as committing terrorism but many of them
sy mpathize with terrorist organizaiions axd are so angry with the
Danish socicts that there is no doubt they will Jo what they can to
aftach 1Uin some way given the opportunity.

According o my eapericnce. it is preciscly the anger against the
Dautishi societs which is a crucial reason why many immigrant youth
ssmpathize with people like Osama bin Laden and the likes of him.

‘The other crucial reason for the s outh’s extremism is the hierarchy

which exists in the Muslim culture: Being religious means status, And

N
-

being very refigious memns a lot of status.”™

" Necolai Sennels, 2009, Blandt krminelie muslimer, pages 12-43
3 Nicolai Sennels, 2003, 8icadt k-mineile muslimer, pages 43 49
* Nicola) Senmels. 2004, Sland! k :minetie mustimer, pages 118-119
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So trom Sennels’s sample at Sonderbro. he was in contact with no eriminals ~ just voung
peophe in pre-adiudication detention - and definiely no terrorists. Indeed. what he writes about
terrorists is pure xpeculation., based on no dat

So_ it is clear that Dr. Sennels's book is a polemical hook. with no yuantitative data
supporting the claims of the author and does not deal with the issue of dangerousness of young
Musfims. Dr. Seanels has done no follow up study on the inmare population with which he came
into contact. and has not correlated any variable o the commission of violent acts ufter release.
Dr. Welner's positive or negativ e factors are simply 8 creation of Dr. Welner. without any factual
basis. Thes wre not hased on the work of Dr. Sennels. which Dr. Welner has ot read and not
been able 1o cvaluute.

What was the reacion of the seientific communits w0 Dr. Sennels's baok? Dr. Sennels
gives a hint in his book. [n his introduction. he explained that Sonderbro comes under the City of
Copenhagen. During u conference hosted by the € ity. Dr. Sennels mude some of the arguments
that eventually formed the core of his book. and City supervisors gave him a formal wamning
about his prejudiced views. He Jefi Sonderbro shortly thereaficr.™ A journalist later wrote a story
ahout Dr. Senncls and quoted him as saying that he was cmployed as a psychologist by the State
of Denmark. but he could not reveal shere “hecause they fear that it will harm the workplace's
reputation il it becomes known that T work there.™™ This article prompted Soren Gade. a
spokesperson for the Danish Ministry of Defense to make the following clarification. *Nicolai
Senuwels is employed s a psyehologist in a empaorary position during a maternity-leave at the
Institute for Miliary Psychology at the Defense Academy. Nicolai Sennels is in no way
prohibited from ielling where he waorks. He can confirm this.™ At present. Dr, Sennels does not
seem to be practicing. but is ranning for the Danish Parliament as o candidate for the Danish
Peopie’s Party.

Dr. Sennels's hook was reviewed in the Danish psychology journal Psvikolog Nyr by
Kield Hesseiman. who gives a brief synopsis of the book. but does not analyze its core
propositions.” Hesselman agrees that Muslim juvenile delinquency is over-represented in
Danish society. The only other professional review of Sennels book appeared in Social Kritik.”
Fhe review was written by the editor of the iournal. and | am providing a complete translation of
itos Appendis A, The review was a complete indiciment of the book and its breach of
professional ethics. namely lack ot informed cansent for the interviews, Benny Lihme
complained to the Dunish Psycholegists Association about Semnels and his book. The association

" Nicolai Sennels, 2000, Blandt kriminelie muslimer, page 17. The book was published after he left the jobat
Sonderbro.
:" Klaus Rothsten, “Qttentlig nerrmelighad,” Weekendavisen, February 27, 2009
& Kiaws Rothsten, “Barselsvikaren.” Weekendavisen, March 27, 3009
‘_' k]nlg Hessetman, 2009, Psykaiog Ny, Volume 63, Ne. 10, Pages 32-33
% Benny Lihmy, 2010 “Masquerading:” Socio! Kritik, volume 22, no, 121, pages BZ-88
It was transiated by a gracuate siudent at the Danish Institute for international Studies
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referred him to the Pyokodogimevact (Board of Psy chologists), an independent entity under the
Danish Ministry of Social Affaivs responsible for policing authorized psychologists. The
Psvkologmeener asked Benne T ihme make a formal complaimt about the book which he did. The

afair s still pending.

Of course, Dr. Sennels’s book generated a great deal of polemical discussions in the
Danish press. One can google him and see the extent of the political controversy the book
generated. But, it has generully been fgnored by the professional community and dismissed as a
polemical apd prejudiced hook.

Dr. Welner. who is not an expert on {slam. Muslim youths. violent jihadis or terrorisis
relied on a book that refies on vague and un-quantified data, was neyver subjected 10 peer review
tpublished by a political rather than scientitic outfit). never tested its claims. never stated its
potential eror rate. has no established standards und controls concerning the generation ol its
dita. and is generalhy rejected by the scivndtic community that can read it. Dr. Sennels’s work.
and therefore Dr. Welner's reliance on this work. would never pass a Mauhers test, There simply
i no data on dangerousness of released jihadis. except for the Departiment of Detense
periodically released claims that a cenain percentage of released former Guantanamo detainecs
have rejoined the jihad. These claims give no hints as 1o who might be at a higher risk of
recidivism and they have come under a great deal of academic eriticism. ™

Dr W clner is right aboui the fuct that the defendant is famous among other Guantanamo
inmales and among viofent jihadis worldwide. ind an inspirution for further jihadi violence.
However, this is not due t his charisma or his potential 1o lead others into violence. In my
conversations witl imprisonud jihadis, jikadi ssmpathizers. and former violent jihadis, 1
discovered that the defendant is indeed well known, a caise celébre. To them. he is the poster
child of U8, injustice and unfaimess in the LS. government atiempt to unjustly punish a child
soldier. The defendant was 15 vears old at the time he threw a grenade that killed Christopher
Speer and wounded veveral others. in the midst of acrial bumbing and 1 gun tight. The perceived
injustice of his siteation. rather than an thing personal. inspires these jihadis and potential
Hhadists to wm fur viofence, 1 he receives an unfairly harsh sentence. this would continue to
tucl this moral outruge against the U.S.. contrary 10 Dr. Welner's westimony. A perceived fairer
seiitenee would probably decrease this moral outrage that drives extremist violence,

" o1 Peter Bergen & Katberine T.edermann, Guantanamo: Who Really ‘Returned to the Battlefield“?, New
America Foundation, July 20, 2609. The report can be found ar the following URL:
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Sev alsa Mark Denbeaux, foshia Denteaux, & David Gratz, 2009, Refeasaed Guantanamo Detainees and the
Depariment of Defense: Propegunds by the Numbers? Seton hall Center for Policy and Research, at
atipflave sheeau/peshustions, puarianaroRepory/piopagands nurbers 11309 pof
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1n senunary. 1 found that Dr. Welner's lestimony illustrated bis ignorance of Islam,
Lstamic extremists. and violent jihadis. It was based on an extensive interyiew of the defendant,
but ane not releyant w the issie of future dangerousness, as he did not ask any yucstion that
might possibly have been pertinent to this issue, He based his opinion on the ebscure work of a
Danish psy chalogist that was rejected notonly by the local scientific community (no one else
speaks Danish), but also bs his employer, leading to termination of his employment. In essence.
Dr. Welner's testimom was bused not on any relevant fucts or data. but on a mischaracterization
of this dota wd its relevance 1o this case. 1t was not the product of reliable scientific principles
and methods. and Dr. Welner missed no opportunity to obfuscate the irrelesauce of the data to
this case. The firm conviction and lack of doubt in Dr. Welner's tone as he conveved his opmion
ate likely 1o have prejudiced the jury. although his opinians had no scientitic basis or foundation.

11} can be of further assistance. please do not hesitate 10 contact me.

Very sincerely yours.
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Mare Sagemun, MLDL PhD.
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